
1st. In amputation, performed in the midst of a limb, to pre-
serve skin and flesh enough lo prevent a projection of bone ; to

bring the parts together by means simply retaining, after having
carefully tied all the vessels ; and to wait the establishment of
suppuration before removing the first dressing.
2d. In amputations performed near the joints, to make new

flaps according to the direction of the joint ; to give these flaps
a form and size well adapted to produce the effect of a circular
amputation.
Splints, &c. should not be employed in wounds of limbs, at-

tended with fracture. These machines are usually hurtful.
They are conveniently replaced by bolsters of straw rolled in a

splint-cloth and by other common apparatus.
Recommend to the surgeons-major to exercise their fellow-

labourers daily in the preparation and regular application of all
kind of dressings, as well as the practice of such operations as
may be convenient.
Finally, neglect nothing to inspire a disposition for order, dis-

cipline and emulation among the younger surgeons.
Signed by the BARON LARREY,

Inspector General, &c.

The Croonian Lecture on Muscular Motion.
This was read by Mr. Brodie, beginning with a general view

of the doctrine established by Haller, and improved by subse-
quent physiologists, that muscular motion is dependent on ner-
vous excitement and that such excitement is derived from the
brain. He examined the recent opinions of Mr. Le Gallois,
that muscular motion is occasioned by the spinal marrow, and the
stimulus of the blood on the heart ; the result of four or five ex-
periments was stated, all of which tended to prove that the blood
does not occasion the contractions and pulsations of the heart ;
that the circulation can be continued by artificial respiration after
dccapitation,but thai it instantly stops when the heart is prevented
from communicating with the spinal marrow. Nevertheless,
the author appeared to.ascribe the principal source of muscular
irritibility to the brain, and the nerves ramifying from it. In
cold blooded animals, particularly the frog, he found that the pul-
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salions of the heart continued above an hour after being sepa-
rated from the spinal marrow, and that the irritability remained
more than a day.

Natural History.
Mr. Lamarck, member of the French Institute, has published

a New System of Natural History, explaining in a way peculiar to
himself the classes, orders and genera of animals ; but as travel-
lers have since discovered many new species and genera, and
anatomists have better developed their structure, Mr. Lamarck
has published an abridged syllabus of his course, according to this
perfected method, in which he indicates the character of the su-
perior divisions, and merely gives the simple nominative enume-

ration of the genera, supposing that those animals which have no
nerves apparent, arc moved only in virtue of their irritability, he
denominates them Apathie Animals. He gives the name of sen-
sible animals to others without vertebra: and reserves that of intel-
ligent, for those with vertebrae. To the old classes he adds that
of cirhhipedes, which comprehends the sea glands and their anal-
ogous genera ; and the cpizoary, or intestinal worms, he places
among his apathie animals, with that of the infusorcs or micros-
copic animals, without mouths or apparent intestines. He leaves
the echinodermes among radiarii and the apathie animals.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.
Two or three of our most valuable original communications,

destined for the present number, have been omitted, on account
of the extracts from late foreign Journals, which we have
thought it expedient to insert. Our correspondents, being sen-

sible of the importance of publishing, as soon as possible, the
news from Europe, will, we trust, excuse our temporary neglect
of their favours.
The editors acknowledge their obligations to Dr. George

Hayward, of this town, and Dr. Walker, of C liarlestown, for
their attention in procuring and furnishing them with the latest
Englibh and French Journals, at this time, when the regular
current of supplies is so often interrupted.
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